V07016

Gekopieerd uit bestandscatalogus Early microscopes
All five lenses in this wallet fit into Van Leeuwenhoek’s aquatic microscope cat. nr 5. The brass mounts of these lenses are quite different from those depicted by Leeuwenhoek in his letter of 12 January 1689, published in Natuurs Verborgentheden ontdekt.  However, in the auction catalogue of his microscopes (Catalogus van het vermaarde Cabinet van vergrootglasen …nagelaten door wylen den Heer Anthony van Leeuwenhoek. Delft, 1747) a distinction is made between lenses in mounts with eye cups (such as depicted in the aforementioned letter) and lenses mounted in brass plates. It may therefore well be that Van Leeuwenhoek also made lenses in mounts which are very similar to the ones that the Van Musschenbroek workshop produced. 

Harting reported in 1876 that the wallet was inscribed with ink on the outside ‘Anth. Van Leeuwenhoek’. At present traces of ink are still to be seen, but the writing is, through the wear and tear of time, now illegible.

The optical characteristics of the lenses were measured:

	Lens
	Magn.
	Resol. ((m.)

	1
	x30
	8

	2
	x42.5
	6

	3
	x45
	6

	4
	x70.6
	 6

	5
	x161
	4


The provenance of this wallet and the lenses is identical to V07015, the attribution to Van Leeuwenhoek is therefore fairly uncertain.

These lenses are almost identical to the ones in V07538.

Harting 1876; Van der Star 1953, p. 26; Engelsman 1982

